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praying with these ragged roughs and toughs within the
consecrated walls of Wesley Chapel And so it came about
one Sunday that he marched his first regiment of the ragged
and neglected into the aisles of the most respectable Temple,
conducted them into the best pews he could find, and sat
among them almost quivering with satisfaction and delight
But the effect of this invasion was not what he hail hoped.
The young enthusiast was called before Authority, \va*
argued with, was instructed, ami was finally told that he
might bring these outcasts into the chapel only if he entered
by the back door (invisible behind the pulpit) and seated
his converts in obscure benches reserved particularly for the
impecunious and shabby.

One of the most notable Wesleyan preachers of flu*
present time cannot think of this and other incident* con-
nected with Nottingham Wesleyanism, presently to be de-
scribed, without an angry indignation. lie can net* per-
fectly well that if Hugh Price Hughes and many another
Wesleyan preacher of later times had been minister of that
chapel in Nottingham, William Booth would never have
been lost to the Methodists. But I think it is truer to sity
that Hugh Price Hughes, and men like him, both among
the Methodists and the Anglican communion, owe thHr rn-
thusiasm and their democratic Christianity to the Salva-
tion Army, and that this Army was too spontaneous and
original an expression of religious experience to have grown
up within any of the fixed and settled Churches.

As for this particular incident, plainly enough there Is
much to be said for the judgment delivered by Authority.
One may be indignant about it from afar off, hut to sit for
hours among a company of unwashed, malodorous, and
possibly diseased humanity is not an experience healthful
for the body nor conducive to religious concentration. If
is a merit in William Booth that he saw the validity of
this objection; that, young and headstrong as he was, he
did not immediately abandon the work; that, hurt and
chilled as surely he must have been, he yet Ixnvecl to the
ruling, accepted the judgment, and ol>eyed his religion*
superiors.
But he felt more and more the call of the streets. As